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William Cundiff

From: Robert Anders [lhanders3@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 30, 2010 2:18 PM
To: William Cundiff
Subject: Fwd: 6:30 p.m. Thursday in Falmouth Town Hall

 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
 
From: Fnhaggerty@aol.com 
Date: November 30, 2010 9:42:24 AM EST 
To: maura@condrick.com, spalken@comcast.net, aboux@comcast.net, 
andyg123@aol.com, hartcool@cape.com, Bjdurk@aol.com, bcosgrove01@cox.net, 
randers@blueberryhillassociation.com, bhunt55718@aol.com, btearle@comcast.net, 
cpepin@blueberryhillassociation.com, dennyoc@comcast.net, aedoyle@prodigy.net, 
etillinghast@greenberkshires.org, ebibler@gmail.com, eturking@gis.net, 
hdodson@dodsonassociates.com, mtnstar@verizon.net, jpnesto31@yahoo.com, 
jandprogers@comcast.net, article17@verizon.net, jbmasseur@gmail.com, 
jsears7@gmail.com, jrtrim@bcn.net, kelder@whoi.edu, kayrturgeon@comcast.net, 
khelat@aol.com, ktramp03@yahoo.com, ashfieldandy@earthlink.net, 
preservethewellfleetilove@gmail.com, lpivacek@comcast.net, liz@film-truth.com, 
stmpsprt@crocker.com, mag@aquamaureen.com, mhickey52@gmail.com, 
neilgood@juno.com, pribnick@prgsolutions.com, rwendell@ttor.org, 
renecwood@aol.com, mt66@att.net, roncoler@col-col.com, firstlilwanderer@yahoo.com, 
harwichdem@gmail.com, gfop@comcast.net, trinakbss189@gmail.com, 
wlc33@comcast.net, wklug@yahoo.com, yaakov.cohn@gmail.com 
Subject: 6:30 p.m. Thursday in Falmouth Town Hall 
 
http://www.capecodonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101130/NEWS/11300313 

 

Falmouth turbine draws wary Connecticut 
residents 
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November 30, 2010 
 
FALMOUTH — Some residents of a small Connecticut town are pointing to the erection of Falmouth's town-owned wind 
turbine as a cautionary tale. 
 
Three dozen residents of Prospect, Conn. — a town of 9,200 just south of Waterbury — traveled three hours to Falmouth 
on Saturday to get a firsthand glimpse of Wind I, Falmouth's 400-foot, 1.65-megawatt turbine at the wastewater treatment 
facility. 
 
The reason, said Prospect Mayor Robert Chatfield, is that a private company is trying to build two similar-size turbines as 
close as 1,500 feet to nearby homes. Some Falmouth residents have complained about excessive noise and quality-of-life 
issues because of the turbine here, and Chatfield wants to avoid a similar fate. 
 
"We're worried about noise and property values," Chatfield said in a phone interview Monday. 
 
The proposal is the first of its kind in Connecticut, Chatfield said. He is in favor of green energy initiatives, but Chatfield 
said his state has no regulations concerning minimum setbacks and noise levels that would govern a turbine in a 
residential neighborhood. 
 
That's why he commissioned a bus trip for concerned residents to look at and listen to Falmouth's turbine, as well as tour 
some of the homes of the people who claim they have been negatively affected by the noise. 
 
Chatfield said the "whooshing" noise was louder than he expected from a neighbor's house approximately 2,000 feet from 
Wind I, which is disheartening because many of the homes will be even closer to the proposed Prospect turbine. 
 
Similar to Falmouth residents who claim the turbine was fast-tracked through the approval process, Chatfield said he is 
open to clean energy as long as all aspects of the project are properly vetted. 
 
"I know it's the way of the future, but it needs to be with rules and regulations," Chatfield said. "Sometimes it takes people 
a month to get a swimming pool permit. That's just a little individual spending $10,000 on a swimming pool, but this 
company is trying to get a turbine approved in 60 days." 
 
Back in Falmouth, issues with the turbine — as well as a second identical turbine currently being constructed on the same 
site — will come to a head at Thursday's zoning board of appeals hearing. 
 
Alexander Watt, an attorney representing Neil and Elizabeth Andersen of Blacksmith Shop Road, has filed a cease-and-
desist motion with the board claiming the turbine should be shut down because it never received a special permit required
under the town's bylaws. 
 
"Our point is the special permit process should have been conducted at the outset so some of these issues could have 
been vetted," Watt said. 
 
But Falmouth Building Commissioner Eladio Gore disagreed and said the town did not have to grant a special permit 
because the turbine is akin to building a wastewater treatment plant or a water tower. 
 
Gore also said even if the ZBA reverses his decision only he has the power to put a cease-and-desist order into effect. 
 
But Watt said the zoning board could take that step if it votes to disagree with Gore's initial decision. 
 
The meeting begins at 6:30 p.m. Thursday in Falmouth Town Hall. 
 
 
 

 
 
---------- 
Robert Anders 
(508) 400 3122 
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lhanders3@aol.com 
 
"Wind Turbines are not powered by wind. 
They are powered by taxes." 
 
http://www.realwebster.com 
 
 
 
 


