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Wind Prospect denied

by Laraine Weschler, Staff Writer, Citizen's News, www.mycitizensnews.com 12 May 2011

NEW BRITAIN — After months of research and over $100,000 spent on legal fees
and experts, the hard work has finally paid off for members of Save Prospect who
fought to protect what they saw as their quality of life.

The Connecticut Siting Council voted 6-2 on May 12 to deny BNE Energy’s petition
to build two 1.6 megawatt commercial wind turbines in Prospect.

Despite health and safety concerns from the project’s opponents, the decision
turned on visual impacts.

The two, 463 foot turbines would be visible from 50 residences year—-round and 248
residences seasonally.

“Given the mass of the turbine towers, the height of the turbine hubs, the height and
rotation of the blades and lack of an effective means of visual mitigation, the Council
finds a substantial adverse visual impact sufficient to deny the proposed project,”
wrote the council in its opinion.

After the vote, opponents of the Wind Prospect project in the audience applauded.

“We're very happy,” said Fred Bonyai, who lives near the proposed site. “I didn’t
believe it would ever happen because I thought it was a done deal. I guess the
council listened to us and the made the right decision.”

Tim Rielly, President of Save Prospect Corp. said the council did the right thing.

“It’s nice to see a small group of people who fight for their cause against big
government and end up winning,” Reilly said.

He said he looked forward to being able to hang out in his back yard and leave the
windows open at night without having to worry about the noise and sight of the
turbines.

“To us now, the American dream is still alive,” Reilly said.
Rich Sargeant, who lives about 1,700 feet away from the site on Radio Tower Road,

said it was astonishing to see a simulation of how big the turbines would look from
his front door.



