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Residents, experts speak out about turbines
By Conor Powers—-Smith, Falmouth Patch, falmouth.patch.com 7 June 2011

The selectmen heard testimony, much of it heated, concerning the Wind 1 and Wind
2 turbines on Monday night.

At a special meeting on Monday night, held at the auditorium of the Morse Pond
School to accommodate what was expected to be a large crowd, the Board of
Selectmen heard from scientists, engineers, state legislators and their
representatives, and Falmouth citizens concerning the contentious issue of wind
turbines, specifically the Wind 1 and Wind 2 turbines located at the town’s
Wastewater Treatment Plant.

Moderated by Nancy Farrell, the meeting played out before a packed room, which
included many of the turbines’ residential abutters—a number of whom who have
complained of a variety of health and quality of life issues since the first turbine
went into operation.

The first speaker, Steven Clark of the state’s Executive Office of Energy and
Environmental Affairs, appeared representing the Deval Patrick administration.
Clark voiced Governor Patrick’s commitment to wind and other alternative energy
sources, and said Falmouth's approach was “right in line” with the administration’s
policy, and promised that “the state will continue to be involved and provide
leadership as needed going forward.”

The board next heard from Gail Harkness, chairman of the Board of Health, who
summarized the suite of health issues cited by abutters of the turbines. Among many
such issues, which some have collectively called “wind turbine syndrome,” are
headaches, vertigo, anxiety, sleeplessness, and nausea.

Harkness presented the steps the Board of Health had taken in response to the
complaints, including the establishment of an online database of articles dealing with
turbine-related health concerns from around the world, the creation of a
complaint/comment form used to gather information from residents about their
health issues, and repeated visits to the area in varying weather conditions.

Christopher Menge, an engineer with Harris Miller Miller and Hanson Inc., the firm
Falmouth hired to conduct a study of noise at the turbine site, summarized that
report’s findings. The sound samples, taken over the course of 10 days in June
2010, were measured against the background noise in the area, as is standard in
determining whether a particular source of sound exceeds the maximum allowable
levels set by the state’s Department of Environmental Protection.



