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New Zealand

Wind farm effects were underestimated
BY GRANT MILLER - Manawatu Standard, www.stuff.co.nz 22 October 2010

A Manawatu wind farm is facing court action amid lingering doubt it is complying 
with noise limits.

After receiving hundreds of complaints about noise from Te Rere Hau wind farm on 
the Tararua Range for more than a year, Palmerston North City Council has applied 
to the Environment Court for stricter rules and better sound monitoring.

On average, the council receives one complaint a day.

Neighbours of the wind farm near Palmerston North have consistently complained 
about “whining mechanical noise”, “droning”, “loud humming”, “grinding and 
swishing” and likened the sound to a “roaring train that never arrives”.

The owner of the farm, New Zealand Windfarms, continues to argue it is complying 
with its resource consents.

Chief executive Chris Sadler declined to comment because legal proceedings were 
underway, but said his company would respect the process and participate fully in it.

For months the council has maintained there is reasonable doubt about the farm’s 
consent compliance and the application to the court calls for greater notice to be 
taken of the actual experience of nearby residents.

According to NZ Windfarms’ consent application, many residents were supposed to 
experience “nil noise effects” from the two-bladed turbines. The council argues 
that not only do residents hear wind farm noise, they hear tonal noise – considered 
the most irritating for humans because of its pure pitch.

The council wants the court to impose a five-decibel penalty for tonal noise.

If the penalty is imposed, NZ Windfarms will have to do something to run a quieter 
wind farm. That could include making technical improvements or switching some 
turbines off in particular wind conditions.

Noise consultants for NZ Windfarms have argued a tonal penalty should not apply.

Twenty residents have filed affidavits with the Environment Court and a hearing is 
likely to be held next year.


