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Wind Watch: No Brimfield Wind members take up cause against other Massachusetts wind farm projects 
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Massachusetts

No Brimfield Wind members take up cause against other 
Massachusetts wind farm projects

By John Appleton, The Republican, www.masslive.com 23 August 2011

BRIMFIELD — Rather than walk away from issues related to wind turbines when a 
proposal for a wind farm on West Mountain was dropped, members of No Brimfield 
Wind have been working with a state organization to stop such projects.

“Our group, Wind Wise Massachusetts, has called for a moratorium until health 
effects are known,” said Virginia Irvine, one of the main organizers of No Brimfield 
Wind and a board member of Wind Wise.

“There are quite a few of us who were active in Brimfield at various levels and are 
now with the statewide group,” Irvine said.

Press releases put out by the statewide organization carry a Brimfield dateline and 
the organization’s post office box is in Brimfield, but Irvine said that should not give 
the impression that this is a Brimfield-based group.

She said she and other active members in her town agreed to have the state group’s 
post office box in Brimfield because it is centrally located, but the organization has 
members from the Berkshires to Cape Cod and is truly a statewide coalition of 
community groups.

In addition to No Brimfield Wind, the statewide organization serves as an umbrella 
for Green Berkshires, Save Our Seashore and groups based in Granville and Cape 
Cod.

Wind Wise is calling on the state to impose a moratorium on construction of wind 
turbines for generating electricity until more research is conducted and evaluated 
regarding potential health risks.

“We are completely committed to a comprehensive and independent study of the 
health risks posed by wind turbines,” said Barbara Durkin, a member of Wind Wise 
from Northborough. “We are equally committed to opposing a flawed study that 
jeopardizes the health and safety of the citizens of Massachusetts.”

In response to the state Department of Environmental Protection and Department of 
Public Health establishing a panel of scientific experts to look into the impacts of 
wind turbines on nearby residents, Wind Wise is calling for more information about 
the formation of this panel and its investigations.


