
 

 

    TOWN OF DOUGLAS 

                                          BOARD OF HEALTH 
 

      REGULATION NO.    007 
 

 

PACKAGE TREATMENT PLANTS 

OR 

ROTATING BIOLOGICAL CONTACTORS 

TO SERVICE NON-CONDOMINIUM 

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS 

 

 

 AUTHORITY:   Acting under the authority of Massachusetts General Laws, C. 

111, Section 31 and by any other power thereto enabling, the Douglas Board of Health 

hereby adopts the following regulation: 

 

 The Board of Health in consideration of so-called package sewage treatment 

plants or rotating biological contactors to service non-condominium residential 

developments makes the following findings: 

 

1. The Secretary of the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs has determined 

 that a Generic Environmental Impact Report or “GEIR” is required to address the 

 implications of the application of residential package treatment plants to single- 

 family homes subdivisions, both as to its resource impacts and open space use 

 ramifications. 

 

2. Title 5 regulations of the subsurface disposal of sanitary sewage includes 

 certain provisions which appear to be in contraposition to allowing package 

 sewage treatment plants, namely section 15.02(22) dealing with reserve 

 areas and 15.02(20) which relates to one sewage system pet lot. 

 

3. It is currently unclear both legally and institutionally who will be responsible 

 for daily operations and maintenance. 

 

4. Package sewage treatment plants are particularly susceptible to toxic 

 contamination from such common household substances as pesticides, paint 

 trippers and thinners, antibiotics, etc. 

 

5. Financial arrangements have not been adequately worked out for non-

 condominium situations as they have for condominium situations 

 (M.G.L. C 183A, s 2). 

 

6. It is unclear as this time as to where proper responsibility lies in respect 

 to regulatory and monitoring responsibilities.  The jurisdictional role of state 

 and local entities has not been established. 
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7. The use of these systems will require frequent sludge disposal.  Such 

 residuals management is of growing statewide concern and finding  

 acceptable sites for disposal is increasingly difficult. 

 

8. The State Department of Environmental Protection has not developed 

 proper procedures or regulations to deal with package treatment plants. 

 Reference is made to the Permit Decision on the Willis Hill Trust 

 groundwater discharge permit application No. 0-343 dated April 19, 1988 

 by the Division of Water Pollution Control.  This decision, which was a denial 

 of the permits, contains comprehensive argument which the Douglas Board of 

 Health feels has relevance and justification for this regulation. 

 

 Therefore, in full consideration of the above findings and other available 

information relative to package treatment plants, the Douglas Board of Health hereby 

prohibits the construction, operation, use, installations, and approval of any so-called 

package sewage treatment plant within the Town of Douglas which would service any 

non-condominium residential development. 

 

Further, at such time that the GEIR has been completed and reviewed and the Department 

of Environmental Protection has adopted any policies, regulations and/or procedures 

which adequately and reasonably protect the public health, safety and welfare from the 

construction, operation and maintenance of package sewage treatment plans to service 

non-condominium residential developments, then the Board of Health may review the 

matter and may adopt regulations which shall supercede this regulation. 
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