
 

 

 

 

Town of Douglas 

Council on Aging 

 

Meeting Minutes from June 16, 2014 

 

Members Present: 

Patrice Rousseau, Outreach Coordinator/Acting Director 

Christine Furno, Co-Chairperson 

Rita Edwards, Board Member 

Loretta Wall, Board Member 

Tom Wall, Board Member 

Janet Ouillette, Board Member 

 

Members Absent: 

Patrick Blake, Chairperson 

Martha Allan, Board Member 

Jennifer Hoffer, Board Member 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:20 p.m. by Christine Furno, Co-Chairperson, 

Christine filled in for Patrick Blake who was not able to attend this meeting. 

 

• Review of the 5/19 minutes and accepted by Tom Wall and Janet Ouillette. 

• State grant ideas was mentioned, Patrice will be going to a grant 

conference on 6/24; we are level funded and usually get arount $8,600.  

The senior center still plans on having Tai Chi, Osteo, Line Dancing, Zumba 

and possibly Yoga.  Suggestion box left out for seniors had no ideas they 

said they are satisfied with our programs here. 

• Discussed the renovations at the senior center.  BVT students finished the 

painting for this school year and did a great job.  They will be coming back 

in the fall to finish painting the hallway and bathrooms 

• With the grant we were able to get all new ceiling fans remote controlled as 

well as a new outside sign and it paid for the paint.  The veterans will be 

donating to the senior center a flat screen t.v. in a few weeks. 



 

 

• The senior center now has a Bingo board which was donated by a couple 

from Douglas and Mike Cahill built a stand for it to sit on.  On Tuesday 

Bingo nights we are getting around 36 people so this board works out well. 

• The Sunshine Club is keeping very busy.  On Tuesday nights they have Bingo 

one week then Whisk on the opposite Tuesday night.  They have had a 

successful trip to Foxwoods and other great trips.  They are a wonderful 

asset to the senior center. 

• Stats were discussed and the contest winner #3333.  Patrice revealed the 

winner, Martha Cupka who received a gift card for $25 for Grille on Main 

restaurant donated by the Webster Credit Union and also a $100 Walmart 

gift card donated by an anonymous patron.  We gave balloons and took a 

picture for the newspaper. 

• We are thinking of the next contest we will have from July 1st hoping to 

reach 5,000 people in a year.  Our last program with the Honky Tonk Piano 

player was a great success with over 60 people attending we had to order 

more tables and chairs and have to cap the programs since space is now an 

issue. 

• Christine Thanked the Webster Credit Union and the anonymous donator. 

• Everyone at the meeting received the packet of April/May statistics and 

Patrice read them off.  The senior center numbers look great. 

• July/August programs at the senior center will be mostly the regular daily 

programs.  The summer time the seniors are busy and we don’t have any 

a/c to keep them cool. 

• Patrice explained she is considering possibly opening on Fridays from 9-12 

seasonally.  Not in the winters because we would have to heat the hall. 

• There will be a “Safe Program” in July with a trailer showing safety in the 

kitchen.  Senator Moore will be coming to the program as well and we have 

35 people signed up with sandwiches from Tri-Valley. 

• Christine asked is there was “other business” to discuss. Patrice told them 

about collecting for the food pantry for St. Denis Church.  She would like to 

collect items for personal care since the food pantry never have those item 

• The senior center is now involved in the free breakfast program.  This is a 

state grant with Tri-Valley.  You have to be a senior to receive the frozen 

food which consist of oatmeal, muffin and juice. 

• The Board of Selectmen received a letter from a member who goes to the 

senior center.  Christine read the letter which was very complimentary. 



 

 

• Christine changed hats and swore in the re-appointed members of the 

C.O.A. Board. 

• Pam will be having reverse painting classes in September.  One class will be 

at night from 6-8:30 and the cost will be $5.00 with a cut off of 20 people. 

The day program on Mondays will still be free to the seniors. 

 

 

 

Next meeting was set for Monday, September 15th at 6:15pm.   

 

Meeting was adjourned at 6:46p.m. 

 

THESE MINUTES ARE WRITTEN AND UNDERSTOOD, PLEASE NOTIFY 

SANDY HANSEN, SECRETARY AT THE DOUGLAS SENIOR CENTER OF ANY ERRORS 

OR OMISSIONS. 

 

 


